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MATTER OF: George R. Albert - Parking Fees

DIGEST: Provisions of FTR paragraph 1-4,2c(3)
limit reimbursement for parking fees at
common carrier terminal to estimated
cost for use of a taxicab to and from the
terminal, The FTR does not authorize tad-
ditional reimbursement even though official
business forced the employee to leave his
private automobile at the airport for a
longer period than he had anticipated.

Mr. George R. Albert, an employee of the U.S, Army
Logistics Center, Fort Lee, Virginia, has appealed Settle-
ment Certificate Z-2834951, dated January 25, 1982, by
which our Claims Group denied his claim for additional reim-
bursement of parking fees, Wie hereby affirm that denial,

Mr. Albert incurred parking fees incident to his travel
on temporary duty to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. He drove his
car to Byrd Airport in Richmond, Virginia, and parked it
there, expecting to return in 5 days. His orders were ex-
tended twice so that he remained at Fort Leavenworth for
21 days instead of 5 days,

Mr. Albert claimed reimbursement for fl1.50 in toll
fees, $57 for parking at Byrd Airport and $16.02 for mileage
for a total of $74.52. He was reimbursed $24 in accordance
with paragraph C4652(2)a, Vol, II of the Joint Travel
Regulations which provides as follows;

"Fees at Carrier Terminals. A parking fee
at a common carrier terminal or other parking
area from which an employee departs on official
business and to which he returns may be reimbursed,
for the period between departure and return, when
the privately owned automobile is used for trans-
portation from and return to employee's place of
abode or place of business, provided the parking
fee plus allowable mileage to and from the terminal
does not exceed the cost of taxi fares to and from
the terminal as provided in para. C1701."
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Mr. Albert contends that this regulation should be
waived because official business caused him to return to
Byrd Airport later than he expected, Paragraph C4652(2)a
is based on paragraph l-4,2c(3) of the Federal Travel Regu-
lations (FTR), which are issued by the General Services Ad-
ministration and govern the entitlements of all civilian
employees of the Federal Government, Paragraph 1-4.2c(3)
provides as follows,

"Parking when automobile is left at terminal,
The fee for parking an automobile at a common car-
rier terminal or other parking area while the
traveler is away from his/her official station
shall be allowed only to the extent that the fee
plus the allowed reimbursement to and from the
terminal or other parking area does not exceed
the estimated cost for use of a taxicab to and
from the terminal under the provisions of 1-2,3c,"

This provision is prescribed by the Administrator
of the General Services Administration pursuant to
authority granted to him under 5 U,S,C. 5 5707 (1976).
The provision thus has the force and effect of law and it
does not authorize additional reimbursement for airport
parking in the event of changed circumstances of official
travel. Moreover, neither the Department of the Army
nor the General Accounting Office may waive the application
of paragraph 1-4.2c(3) in Mr. Albert's situation,
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